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What is the DOAJ?
What is the DOAJ?
• Directory of Open Access Journals
• Launched in May 2003, Lund University, Sweden – list of 
300 titles
• Centrally, publicly and internationally available 
community-curated list of high quality open access 
journal titles across all disciplines (scientific/scholarly)
• Aim: to be the starting point for all information 
searches for quality, peer-reviewed open access 
material
What is Open Access?
Budapest, Bethesda, Berlin Conferences 2002-2003
http://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/initiatives
Example DOAJ OA Statement
This is an Open Access journal which means that all 
content is freely available without charge to the user or 
his/her institution. Users are allowed to read, download, 
copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the full texts of 
the articles, or use them for any other lawful purpose, 
without asking prior permission from the publisher or 
the author. This is in accordance with the BOAI 
definition of Open Access.
Who Needs (Open) Access?
whoneedsaccess.org
People like:
• scientists / scholars not affiliated with institutions
• students in (high) schools
• physicians
• health care workers
• patient groups
• AND many, many more
Who need access?
• (state) funded research should be available to all
• more exposure
• more citations
• more review / control post-publication
• better quality science
• more efficiency - less chance of double studies
• everybody can participate in knowledge creation
• more use of innovation potential
                                              EXAMPLE
                                     Jack Andraka- Tapping into the hidden innovator: an open access story
                                     How Open Access Empowered a 16-Year-Old to Make Cancer Breakthrough
Why Open Access?
Centrally, publicly and internationally available community-curated list of high quality open access journal titles 
across all disciplines and languages 
The starting point for all information searches for quality, peer-reviewed open access material
      A hub for metadata for Open Access articles and journals
The Role of DOAJ 基本任务
DOAJ Mission (1)
• Curate, maintain, develop reliable source of online 
open access (OA) scholarly journals
• Verify that entries comply with reasonable standards
• Increase visibility, dissemination, discoverability, 
attraction of OA journals
• Enable scholars, libraries, universities, research funders, 
others to benefit from information and sources
DOAJ Mission (2)
• Facilitate integration of OA journals into library & 
aggregator services
• Assist publishers & journals to meet reasonable digital 
publishing standards
• Support transition of scholarly communication to a 
model that serves science, higher education industry, 
innovation, societies, the people
• Collaborate with interested stakeholders
• From an unsustainable scholarly communication 









OA and the Ethos of the 
Library Profession
Open Access can finally make 
core elements of the ethos of 
the library profession come true:
Instead of being gate-keepers 
and prohibiting “unauthorized 
users” accessing publicly funded 
research, libraries can provide 
information free to all for 
reading, re-use and re-mix.
Lars Bjørnshauge, DOAJ 
DOAJ BASICS
基本情况
•  Indexing all Open Access journals 
   according to strict criteria
•  Recognized by governments and
   international organizations
•  Providing of a portal to search and
   access the full text of articles of 
   about 10,000 journals in Open Access
•  All DOAJ services are free
•  The DOAJ is funded by its 'sponsors'
•  The DOAJ is managed by a team of
   professionals, volunteers
   and ambassadors worldwide
Becoming the Number 
1 Source of Information 
on open access journals 
and content  in the 
global North and South
OUR VISION 我们的愿景
INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES FOR OPEN ACCESS
开放获取的基本服务体系
DOAJ is part of the infrastructures needed for open access 
publishing





• ALTMETRICS SERVICES  LIKE IMPACT STORY, ALTMETRIC
•  PKP  OJS  (OPEN JOURNAL SYSTEM)
• DRYAD. FIGSHARE and other datarepositories
OPEN ACCESS IN CHINA
• Open Access Journals: @ www.doaj.org, as of 12 Dec 2019, from China : 
• 1%: 137 journals(106 in Nov 2017) from China: 137/14048 (10875 in Nov 2017) 
journals in DOAJ
• 1.2% :53940 (37221 articles in Nov 2017) from China – 4481782(2828913 in Nov 
2017) articles in DOAJ 
• 4983 Science and Technology journals/10000+ journals in total
• 1200+ “free access” journals: available online for free
• No open access statement
• No Copyright and Licensing statement
• https://smartandsure.org/2017/06/25/open-access-publishing-in-china/
• https://blog.doaj.org/2017/06/23/open-access-publishing-in-china/
Open Access is: 
a publishing system where all content is freely available 
without charge to the user or his/her institution. Users are 
allowed to read, download, copy, distribute, print, search, or 
link to the full texts of the articles, or use them for any other 
lawful purpose, without asking prior permission from the 
publisher or the author.
http://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/boai-10-recommendations
• COPE, OASPA, WAME & DOAJ: 
• https://doaj.org/bestpractice
October 1st 2015 Lars Bjørnshauge
THREE KEY CRITERIA FOR A QUICK CHECK ON QUALITY OF OPEN 
ASSESS JOURNALS
Assess the Quality of Open Access Journals
There are 3 criteria which could be used to have 
quick  check  on  the  qual i ty  of  open access 
publishing. They are:
 
• Open Access Statement
• Copyright License
• NO embargo period. 
• And these information shall be very easily found 
in the journals website.
The Principles 
1. Peer review process  
2. Governing Body 
3. Editorial team/contact 
4. Author fees 
5. Copyright 
6. Identification of and dealing 
with allegations of research 
misconduct 
7. Ownership and management 
8. Website 
9. Name of journal 
10. Conflicts of interest 
11. Access 
12. Revenue sources 
13. Advertising 
14. Publishing schedule 
15. Archiving 
16. Direct marketing 
Assess the Quality of Open Access Journals
Assess the Quality of Open Access Journals
Basic Information
 Web site: the website shall demonstrate professional standards, and the text shall be of high standard in 
terms of language. There would be no commercial advertisement or other alluring information journal 
website.
 Name of journal: The Journal name shall be unique and not be one that is easily confused with another 
journal or that might mislead potential authors and readers about the Journal’s origin or association with 
other journals. Quite often there is questionable journal whose title is very similar to an established journal 
with good reputation and this could be very misleading.
 Author fees: If the journal is going to charge authors for Article Processing Charge or Submission Fee or 
other cost, these information shall be very clearly stated on the website and easily found by the author. 
Generally these information would be found in the section of ”Instruction to Authors”. Even the journal 
don’t charge for any fee, they are supposed to make it clear as saying “We don’t charge APC”.
 Ownership and management: Whether this journal belongs to an university or institute or a society, or a 
company or even an individual? The ownership of the journal shall be clearly stated on the website.
 Access: The way(s) in which the journal and individual articles are available to readers and whether there 
are associated subscription or pay per view fees shall be stated.
 Revenue sources: Business models or revenue sources (for example, author fees, subscriptions, advertising, 
reprints, institutional support, and organizational support) shall be clearly stated or otherwise evident on the 
journal’s Web site.
 Advertising: Journals shall state their advertising policy if relevant, including what types of advertisement 
will be considered, who makes decisions regarding accepting advertisement and whether they are linked to 
content or reader behavior (online only) or are displayed at random.
 Archiving: The owner of the journal might stop the journal in some cases. It is very important that the 
journal articles are preserved in other long term electronic backup platform such as CLOCKSS or 
PubMedCentral, in the event a journal is no longer published the journal articles shall still be accessible.
Assess the Quality of Open Access Journals
Quality and Transparency of the Editorial Process
 Governing body and editorial board: There shall be a editorial board as 
governing body of the journal, and its members are easily to identify as 
trustworthy experts in the subject field. The affiliation information, contact 
information shall be clearly stated on the website.
 Peer review process:  Is the journal clear about the type of peer review it uses? 
If there is no peer review information or the journal accept a journal article 
immediately after the submission, that is very risky which means the journal 
might be questionable in its publishing practice.
 Identification of and dealing with allegations of research misconduct: Is 
there any mechanism in place to prevent plagiarism? What is the process?
 Conflicts of interest: A journal shall have clear policies on handling potential 
conflicts of interest of editors, authors, and reviewers and the policies should be 
clearly stated.
 Publishing schedule: The periodicity at which a journal publishes shall be 
clearly indicated.
 Direct marketing: Spam emails are quite often sent to researchers. The way of 
marketing as whether there is spam emailing could be used to judge if a journal 
is professional or not. 
Assess the Quality of Open Access Journals
Openness, Content Licensing and Copyright
There should be very clear statement of the openness of the journal and also a 
copyright statement. 
Copyright and licensing information shall be clearly described on the journal’s 
Web site, and licensing terms shall be indicated on all published articles, both 
HTML and PDFs.
CONTROL OF THE SCIENTIFIC QUALITY 
OPEN ACCESS JOURNAL QUALITY
DOAJ, Scopus, WoS
Publishing Criteria, Citation Analysis, Impact Factor, Citation Distribution
OPEN ACCESS ARTICLE QUALITY 
• Peer-review
• Impact Assessment
• New Forms of Impact Assessment
o Article level metrics 
o ImpactStory (https://impactstory.org/)
o Relative Citation Ratio (https://arxiv.org/ftp/arxiv/papers/1511/1511.08088.pdf)
Assess the Quality of Open Access Journals
Editorial ”quality”
QUALITIY AND TRANSPARENCY OF THE EDITORIAL PROCESS
• The journal must have two editors (Arts & Humanities)  or an editorial board of 5 
members, all members must be easily identified and have a good reputation
• Specification of the review process 
– Editorial review, Peer Review, Blind Peer Review, Double Blind Peer Review, 
Open Peer Review, Other 
• Statements about aims & scope clearly visible 
• Instructions to authors shall be available and easily located
• Screening for plagiarism?
• Time from submission to publication
WHAT IS  A QUALITY PUBLISHING?
•  Copyright for the author
•  OR  Copyright Transfer
•  Licenses defining open access usage conditions
COPYRIGHT AND LICENCING
Copyright in perspective






What is a license?
• Licensing means to grant a third party (anyone else 
except the right holder) the right to use a copyright-
protected work
• A license is a permission to use a work in specific 
ways
• Licenses can only be granted by copyright holder
• Copyright holder can be author or publisher
COPYRIGHT AND LICENCING
• Non profit organization
•  Legal framework for licenses                 
(publications, music)
•  Not for patents, trademarks 
which are part of the 
intellectual property rights
CREATIVE COMMONS
• criteria for publishing
• Principles of transparency and Best Practice in Scholarly Publishing
• DOAJ criteria for Quality Open Access Publishing
Quality of Publishing – DOAJ Criteria
Required information for 
inclusion in the DOAJ
*Basic requirement
https://doaj.org/publishers
Journal Web Site (1)*
Dedicated web site per journal – journal specific web 
address*
• All journal content centrally available – not spread 
over various pages
• Do not mimic other journal web sites
• Web site clear, concise, easy to navigate, transparent, 
up to date and correct content – high ethical and 
professional standards
• Language & grammar usage correct, spell check
Journal Web Site (2)*
Visible links to business information
• Avoid distracting, offensive, irrelevant, moving, blinking 
advertisements
• Unique identifier (web address) *:
• Journal level
• Article metadata level (also DOI)
• Full text article level (pdf, html, xml, epub)
• ISSN (International Standard Serial Number) *
• Print ISSN and/or
• Online ISSN
Journal Content
•  Clear journal structure for easier navigation, indexing, 
discoverability
• Publication date for each article
• Publication year per volume/issue
• Volumes & issues; 5 articles per year
• Start & end page number
• Authors, affiliations, countries, ORCIDs
• Articles arranged in Table of Contents
• Search/Browse option
• Links to Current, Archive/Past Issues
Ownership & Management
• Journal title unique – not confusing/misleading
• Avoid using misleading information
• Each journal unique, journal specific policies
• All business information about journal available from 




• Aims and Scope
• Editorial Board
• Instructions for Authors
• Quality control system





Editorial Office & Editorial Team
• Editor*/Editor-in-Chief/Associate Editor/Co-Editor
• Full names, Affiliations, Countries, Emails*
• Postal address of office
• Contact information: email/telephone

Governing Body
• Editorial Board*/Editorial Advisory Board
• Arts & Humanities allowed editorial review, 2 editors, 
no editorial board
• Members to be experts in field/journal scope




• Article Processing Charges (APCs)
• Article Submission Charges (APCs)
• Manuscript Handling Fees
• Galley Fees, page charges, colour charges, etc.
• Per article (incl. any taxes if applicable) – not per page
• Waiver policy




• Advice on individual manuscripts from reviewers/ 
experts in the field who are not part of the journal's 
editorial staff
• Quality control rigorous
• Process & policies clearly described on journal's web 
site
• Editorial/Peer - Blind/Double blind/Open*

Instructions for Authors*
• Detailed style guide




• Instructions on how to submit an article
• Contact email address

Access & Usage
• Full text of all content available as Open Access, no 
delay/embargo*
• How accessible is journal to the rest of the world, 
harvesters
• Open Access or Subscription Access or Pay per view
• Journal specific OA statement/policy*





• Recommend: author retains copyright
• Recommend: no exclusive publishing rights




• Clearly described on web site
• Licensing terms on all articles, all versions (html, pdf, 
xml etc.)














• Indicate steps to identify & prevent papers where 
research misconduct occurred
• Unethical
• Plagiarism (statement & similarity check tool)
• Citation manipulation
• Data falsification/fabrication
• See COPE Guidelines in dealing with allegations

Conflict of Interest
• Policy on handling potential conflict of interest - 
editors, authors, reviewers
Financial Sustainability
• Revenue sources (eg author fees, subscriptions, 
advertising, reprints, institutional support, 
organizational support)
• Advertising policy, types of ads, decision making on 
ads, ads linked to content or reader 
behavior/displayed at random
• Marketing: appropriate, well targeted, unobtrusive
Publishing Schedule
• Clearly indicate periodicity
• No interruptions
• Annually, bi-annually, monthly, bi-monthly, continues, 
etc.




Digital Archiving & Preservation
• Electronic backup
• Cloud, disk, server, tapes, etc
• Preservation – Keepers’ Registry & PubMed Central
• Portico
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